
Torque (or moment) of a force 

Consider a force F acting through a point at r from the 
origin 
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 Torque,        𝑇�⃗ = 𝑟 × 𝐹⃗ = 𝑟𝐹𝑠𝑖𝑛(𝛿)𝑛� 

 

RH screw rule tells us the direction of travel (clockwise here) 

Also explains why commonly used as: 

(Force) x (perpendicular distance from pivot) 

Or 

(Perpendicular component of force)x (distance from pivot) 
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