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Did you always want to be an astronaut?

Yes, | grew up in an astronaut community. My
Dad was an astronaut and so were most of
our neighbours.

What inspired you to become
an astronaut?

My parents, neighbours and school teachers
were the inspiration along with the legacy of
Apollo. My greatest inspirations came from
my teachers at school; especially my drama
teachers and the teachers who let me take
computer programming as my language
option.

What brought you to the path you are on
today?
Well, | guess you could say my work as

a computer games designer was key... that
and my interest in science and exploration.

If | want to become an astronaut,
what advice would you give me?

Keep hold of your dreams. You need to stick
with things. Opportunities regularly become
available to all people; but whether you
recognise it or pursue it is the difference. If
one route doesn’t work, bide your time and
find another strategy.

Ever wanted to be an astronaut? A lifelong ambition could soon
be fulfilled. A rocket powered plane allowing tourists to
experience space should start flying in two years. Sharing the
characteristics of a jet aircraft, the six passenger ‘space-taxi’ will
soon be flying 62 miles (100 km) above Earth. It will take off and
land on runways. Virgin Galactic's development known as
“SpaceShipTwo” will allow anyone to experience space. Better
save your pocket money though, because the ticket price is
£130,000, and tickets are selling fast!

Up until now the high cost of each spaceflight, around £20
million for each person, means that only around 500 people over
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What is the future of
space travel?

Past, present, future...
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Your survival guide to space

Queen Mary, University of London
Mile End Road
London
E1 4NS

‘a_@gl Queen Mary

University of London

a period of 50 years have been able to experience space. This
could soon change as entrepreneurs such as Richard Garriott, a
self funded space tourist who paid for himself to go into space,
become active. He was the second person to raise the British
flag in orbit, after Helen Sharman in 1991 and he aims to make
it cheaper by investing in spaceplanes so that accessibility into
space will be easier.

THE IDEAS
FOUNDATION

Written by students from Morpeth and Stepney Green Schools
taking part in the 2009 Media Space Summer School.
www.maths.gmul.ac.uk

ABNSC

BRITISH NATIONAL sPACE CENTRE WWW.bNsc.gov.uk

Holidays In space

New at NASA
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FEB /9,
/ 986.' Russia launches

their space station called
MIR

JAN 28, /986 et
The space shuttle =& ¢$, My
Challenger explodes shortly after
takeoff. Tragically, all seven
astronauts are killed

MaAy 18, 1991

Britain's first astronaut, 27-year-old Helen
Sharman from Sheffield, has blasted into orbit.

NOV 20, /1995:
The first piece of the

International Space
Station is launched

APRIL 12,
198/

The first space
. shuttle,
Y Columbia,
launches

T FEB /1, 2003: seven astronauts,

died when the space shuttle Columbia
explodes when it comes back down to Earth

MaAy 14, 1973:

America launches
its first space
station, called
Skylab

SEPT 30, 2004-
SpaceShipOne becomes the first private space-
craft to reach outer space

/969

Astronauts Edwin
“‘Buzz" Aldrin and
Neil Armstrong
become the first
men to walk on
the moon

We've left some of the poster
May 5, 196/ blank for you to fill in current w I
el ebndhabide or future space stories. There ocT 12, 2008: | SRy v/ ,@
a couple of suggested topics for Richard Gariott - First Brtsh ﬁ- 1
| Private Space Participant -
you to research but the others |
are left up to you!

May 21 2009:

British astronaut-trainee Tim Peake joins ESA
HE'S THE ONE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PIC,

E : I : SECOND FROM LEFT

British-born astronauts Piers Sellers and
Neil Patrick scheduled for missions of the
Space Shuttle

APRIL /2,
196/

Russian cosmonaut

Yuri Gagarin
becomes the first
human in space

NOV 3, 1957

Sputnik Il launch: Dog called
Laika first animal in space.
Unfortunately, she died on

her mission

Who's in space right now?
When is the next Space Shuttle launch?

What's happening at the International Space Station?
What is their mission?

OCT 4, 1957:

Sputnik | launch:
Soviet Union put first
man-made satellite in
space

The Wright Brothers
make the first manned
flight




